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BBaacckkccoouurrtt  &&  FFrroonnttccoouurrtt  
 

AA..  DefinitionsDefinitions  
  
��  FrontcourtFrontcourt  ((44--1133--11))::  
  
••  BBeettwweeeenn  eennddlliinnee  aanndd  nneeaarreerr  eeddggee  ooff  ddiivviissiioonn  lliinnee  
••  IInncclluuddeess  tteeaamm’’ss  oowwnn  bbaasskkeett  aanndd  iinnbboouunnddss  ppaarrtt  ooff  bbaacckkbbooaarrdd  

  
��  BackcourtBackcourt  ((44--1133--22))::  
  
••  TThhee  rreesstt  ooff  tthhee  ccoouurrtt  ((iinncclluuddiinngg  ddiivviissiioonn  lliinnee))  
••  IInncclluuddeess  bbaasskkeett  aanndd  iinnbboouunnddss  ppaarrtt  ooff  ooppppoonneenntt’’ss  bbaacckkbbooaarrdd  

  
��  Player ControlPlayer Control  ((44--1122--11))::  
  
••  HHoollddiinngg  oorr  ddrriibbbblliinngg  aa  lliivvee  bbaallll  
••  NNoo  ppllaayyeerr  ccoonnttrrooll  dduurriinngg  aann  iinntteerrrruupptteedd  ddrriibbbbllee  

  
��  Team ControlTeam Control  ((44--1122--22,,33))::  
  
WWhheenn??  
••  DDuurriinngg  ppllaayyeerr  ccoonnttrrooll;;  
••  WWhhiillee  lliivvee  bbaallll  iiss  bbeeiinngg  ppaasssseedd  bbeettwweeeenn  tteeaammmmaatteess;;  aanndd  
••  DDuurriinngg  aann  iinntteerrrruupptteedd  ddrriibbbbllee  
EEnnddss??  
••  WWhheenn  tthhee  bbaallll  iiss  iinn  fflliigghhtt  oonn  aa  ttaapp  oorr  ttrryy;;  oorr  
••  OOppppoonneenntt  sseeccuurreess  ccoonnttrrooll;;  oorr  
••  BBaallll  bbeeccoommeess  ddeeaadd  

  
� � Player LocationPlayer Location  ((44--3355--22,,33))::  
  
••  WWhheenn  aa  ppllaayyeerr  iiss  ttoouucchhiinngg  tthhee  bbaacckkccoouurrtt  tthhee  ppllaayyeerr  iiss  llooccaatteedd  iinn  tthhee  bbaacckkccoouurrtt  
••  TThhee  llooccaattiioonn  ooff  aann  aaiirrbboorrnnee  ppllaayyeerr  iiss  tthhee  ssaammee  aass  aatt  tthhee  ttiimmee  ssuucchh  ppllaayyeerr  wwaass  llaasstt  

iinn  ccoonnttaacctt  wwiitthh  tthhee  fflloooorr  
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AA..  DefinitionsDefinitions  ((ccoonntt’’dd))  
  
� Ball Location (4-4):� Ball Location (4-4):  
  
••  IInn  bbaacckkccoouurrtt  iiff  ttoouucchhiinngg  bbaacckkccoouurrtt  ppllaayyeerr  oorr  fflloooorr  iinn  bbaacckkccoouurrtt  
••  IInn  ffrroonnttccoouurrtt  iiff  neitherneither  bbaallll  nnoorr  ppllaayyeerr  iinn  ccoonnttaacctt  wwiitthh  tthhee  bbaallll  iiss  iinn  tthhee  bbaacckkccoouurrtt  
  
NNootteess::  
••  BBaallll  iinn  fflliigghhtt  ssaammee  ssttaattuuss  aass  llaasstt  ttoouucchheedd  bbyy  ppllaayyeerr  
••  BBaallll  ttoouucchhiinngg  ppllaayyeerr  oorr  ooffffiicciiaall  ssaammee  aass  ttoouucchhiinngg  fflloooorr  aatt  tthhaatt  llooccaattiioonn  
••  BBaallll  ttoouucchhiinngg  ffrroonntt  ffaaccee  oorr  eeddggee  ooff  bbaacckkbbooaarrdd  iiss  ssaammee  aass  ttoouucchhiinngg  fflloooorr  iinnbboouunnddss  

¾¾  EExxcceepptt  ccaannnnoott  tthhrrooww  bbaallll  ooffff  oowwnn  bbaacckkbbooaarrdd  ttoo  ssttaarrtt  aa  ddrriibbbbllee  
••  DDuurriinngg  aa  ddrriibbbbllee  ffrroomm  bbaacckkccoouurrtt  ttoo  ffrroonnttccoouurrtt,,  tthhee  bbaallll  iiss  iinn  tthhee  bbaacckkccoouurrtt  uunnttiill  

tthhee  bbaallll  aanndd  bbootthh  ffeeeett  ooff  tthhee  ddrriibbbblleerr  ttoouucchh  eennttiirreellyy  iinn  tthhee  ffrroonnttccoouurrtt  

  
BB..  ViolationsViolations  
  
1. Ten seconds (9-8)1. Ten seconds (9-8)  

  
••  CCoonnttiinnuuoouuss  ppllaayyeerr  oorr  tteeaamm  ccoonnttrrooll  iinn  tthhee  bbaacckkccoouurrtt  ffoorr    

1100  sseeccoonnddss  

  
2. Backcourt (9-9)2. Backcourt (9-9)  

  
••  BBee  ffiirrsstt  ttoo  ttoouucchh  bbaallll  iinn  bbaacckkccoouurrtt  wwhhiicchh  hhaass  bbeeeenn::  

−−  IInn  ffrroonnttccoouurrtt  tteeaamm  ccoonnttrrooll,,  aanndd  
−−  LLaasstt  ttoouucchheedd  bbyy  aa  tteeaammmmaattee  iinn  tthhee  ffrroonnttccoouurrtt  

••  AA  ppllaayyeerr  iinn  ccoonnttrrooll  oorr  tteeaammmmaattee  bbee  ffiirrsstt  ttoo  ttoouucchh  bbaallll  iinn  bbaacckkccoouurrtt  
−−  WWhhiicchh  hhaass  bbeeeenn  iinn  bbaacckkccoouurrtt  tteeaamm  ccoonnttrrooll,,  aanndd  
−−  ggooeess  ffrroomm  bbaacckkccoouurrtt  ttoo  ffrroonnttccoouurrtt  aanndd  rreettuurrnnss  ttoo  bbaacckkccoouurrtt  wwiitthhoouutt  ttoouucchhiinngg  aa  ppllaayyeerr  

  
SSiimmpplliiffiieedd::  --  ““AAAAAA””  

  
AA  --  hhaass  ffrroonnttccoouurrtt  tteeaamm  ccoonnttrrooll;;  
AA  ––  llaasstt  ttoo  ttoouucchh  iinn  ffrroonnttccoouurrtt;;  
AA  ––  ffiirrsstt  ttoo  ttoouucchh  iinn  bbaacckkccoouurrtt  
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2. 2. Backcourt (9-9)Backcourt (9-9)  ––  ccoonntt’’dd  
  
EExxcceeppttiioonnss::  
••  OOnn  aa  jjuummpp  oorr  tthhrrooww  iinn  aannyy  ppllaayyeerr  mmaayy  sseeccuurree  bbaallll  iinn  aaiirr  ffrroomm  ffrroonnttccoouurrtt  aanndd  llaanndd  

wwiitthh  oonnee  oorr  bbootthh  ffeeeett  iinn  bbaacckkccoouurrtt  
••  DDeeffeennssiivvee  ppllaayyeerr  mmaayy  sseeccuurree  bbaallll  iinn  aaiirr  ffrroomm  ffrroonnttccoouurrtt  aanndd  llaanndd  wwiitthh  oonnee  oorr  bbootthh  

ffeeeett  iinn  bbaacckkccoouurrtt  

  
CC..  Throw inThrow in  

  
••  TThhee  tthhrrooww  iinn  ffoorr  aallll  vviioollaattiioonnss  iiss  tthhee  cclloosseesstt  llooccaattiioonn  ttoo  tthhee  vviioollaattiioonn  


	Backcourt & Frontcourt
	A.Definitions
	Frontcourt (4-13-1):
	Between endline and nearer edge of division line
	Includes team’s own basket and inbounds part of b
	Backcourt (4-13-2):
	The rest of the court (including division line)
	Includes basket and inbounds part of opponent’s b
	Player Control (4-12-1):
	Holding or dribbling a live ball
	No player control during an interrupted dribble
	Team Control (4-12-2,3):
	When?
	During player control;
	While live ball is being passed between teammates; and
	During an interrupted dribble
	Ends?
	When the ball is in flight on a tap or try; or
	Opponent secures control; or
	Ball becomes dead
	Player Location (4-35-2,3):
	When a player is touching the backcourt the player is located in the backcourt
	The location of an airborne player is the same as at the time such player was last in contact with the floor

	A.Definitions \(cont’d\)
	Ball Location (4-4):
	In backcourt if touching backcourt player or floor in backcourt
	In frontcourt if neither ball nor player in contact with the ball is in the backcourt
	Notes:
	Ball in flight same status as last touched by player
	Ball touching player or official same as touching floor at that location
	Ball touching front face or edge of backboard is same as touching floor inbounds
	Except cannot throw ball off own backboard to start a dribble

	During a dribble from backcourt to frontcourt, the ball is in the backcourt until the ball and both feet of the dribbler touch entirely in the frontcourt

	B.Violations
	Ten seconds (9-8)
	Continuous player or team control in the backcourt for �10 seconds
	Backcourt (9-9)
	Be first to touch ball in backcourt which has been:
	
	In frontcourt team control, and
	Last touched by a teammate in the frontcourt


	A player in control or teammate be first to touch ball in backcourt
	
	Which has been in backcourt team control, and
	goes from backcourt to frontcourt and returns to backcourt without touching a player


	Simplified: - “AAA”
	A - has frontcourt team control;
	A – last to touch in frontcourt;
	A – first to touch in backcourt
	Backcourt \(9-9\) – cont’d
	Exceptions:
	On a jump or throw in any player may secure ball in air from frontcourt and land with one or both feet in backcourt
	Defensive player may secure ball in air from frontcourt and land with one or both feet in backcourt

	C.Throw in
	The throw in for all violations is the closest location to the violation



